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Week Seven

It's time to come home to the Father
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Start with — ‘Why | love my Daddy’ video



Video Clip # 1 — | love my
Daddy because...

| love my Daddy with all my
heart!

| love my Dad because he gives| =
us PS games, and like Star Wai *
the Original Trilogy.

My Daddy’s belly???

He is nice and plays the games
with us.

We have this game called ‘get
you!’ p,
This is how | play with my Dad (Scrunc
Ninja Turtle doll)

He plays basket ball with me and we play catcthenftont yard
sometimes.

Sometimes | make him coffee!

When my Dad comes home, he gives me a big hug.

He lets us watch Star Wars!

We watch the ABC, mummy doesn't like it, but | do.

| like my Daddy because he pushes me on the swings.

He's a real funny person, | like the video stuffdadoing stuff — like
right now! (Dad is videoing!)

He sometimes says thing that are like ‘off coldaut they are just
brilliant!

My Dad makes me laugh. When he says, ‘Does a cpwisaw?’

We play together — the roads, and we make a liteyofars, and
traffic, and we wrestle.

It's fun when he bounces me up and tries to cragkan the
trampoline) and we play Crack the Egg.

He’ll hide, hide behind doors, and like — jump attou!

He takes me camping and he buys me things.

My Dad bought me this rocket for Christmas, anahtive went out to
shoot it. It was so much fun!




My Daddy teaches me to be obedient.

My Dad prays with me.

Sometimes when we miss church, my Dad teachesvessa.

He taught me about the Passover, and he also tabght Christmas
once.

I’d like to give my Dad a new car.

A new hockey puck!

A million dollars.

I’d probably give him a card, and probably draw IBodzilla!!!

Video Available to view fromwww. TeAtatuBaptist.com

| love my Daddy because...!
Why doyoulove your daddy?

And if there was one thing you could say to himo-nmatter how
young or old you are today — if there was one tlyimg could say to
your Dad — | wonder what would it be?

In fact, I've been very busy over the last coudleveeks, and I've
been around to many of our childrevho are at this church and
beyond some of whom are Christian, and some who are aodl I've
asked them that exact guestion

If there was one thing you could say to your paetat your Mum or
Dad, what would it be?

The safe thing about this written survey that ldhdene, is that it was
completely anonymous, | have no idea who the pem@avho
completed it, in fact, | asked some of my own at@fdto complete the
guestionnaire as well — so like you, | don’t knowatanswer applies
to my life or to yours.

Would you like to know how our children responded?
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Really?
| hope you're ready :-)

Let me share a small selection that summarisertkiesgy of
responses.

If there was one thing you could say to your DamjnfFather — what
would it be?

*»+ Dad — | love you despite all we have been throudprgive you
for not being perfect. | want to honour you, bdbh'’t really
know how.

*»Dad — | love you and forgive you. Life has beerdrifar me, but
still I am blessed. Thank you.

*» Dad — why are you so busy? | could never say thyour face.
But | still love you — and need you more and maé¢ grow
older. (Written by a teenager)

“* Mum and Dad — thank you for taking me to SundayoSthk see,
it was worth it! (Written by person in their eigbdt)

s Dad, sorry | didn’t say ‘sorry’ more often.

*»Dad — | really want to get to know you better. B&a

| think this one describes the majority of respotustihe question — ‘If
there was one thing you could say to your paremtiat would it be?

*+ Daddy — do you love me??? (Written by a teenaggluar)
Daddy — do you love me?

| think this is the number one guestion that resighin the heart of
every little boy and girl.



| think it is the number one question that resméhin the heart of
every of every grown man and woman.

Daddy — do you really love me?

Because Fathers have the ability to make or braakwes.
Daddy — do you love me?

Well, here’s another question | asked.

If there was one thing you needed to Heam your Father — what
would it be?

Do you want to know the answers?
Well, the most common response from teenage sass, W

% Sure son, you can borrow the car — it has a falk @& gas, and
you don’t need to refill it either!

But apart from this response, what do you thinkrtiost common
phrase is that all children — from childhood toitheilight years -
need to heafrom their father?

You guessed it!

“* | love you! You are mine — and | love you!

Nothing more, nothing less!

“* | — Love — you!!!



Video Clip # 2 — Jamifinding
God the Father

My relationship with my mum
was always pretty good. Me
and my mum were always
praying me and my Dad, we
were when | was younger, we
were pretty good friends. |
really love me Dad and |
thought very highly of him
and | always wanted to be

with him, but as | grew older iv

seems like we just stopped communicating or we'dishow how to
communicate with each other. He could only relateeé when | was
really little and also as | got older | saw thathta&l a problem with
alcohol.

My parents eventually got a divorce. | went a loinge without
talking to my Dad. There were times when | thoughhever see him
again. And when he would come and visit me or bdsge him — it
always seemed like he would take that time to goaath his friends
or go to a party or whatever. He didn’t care, Indicdnean anything to
him. He just did his own thing anyway.

Eventually | turned and looked for that securityther things. |
thought, if | can’t find it in my Dad, I'm going tbave to find it
somewnhere else. So | turned to guys, drugs anti@lemd friends
who ended up not being friends, but just givingwiat | wanted

right then and that’s what | was looking for, | waeking for that

love at that moment. As | got older, | ended upgiog out of High
School. I just didn’t care about anything anym®#hatever happened
— happened, you know. It was just life.



My friend was telling me about this girl’'s groumtther mum was
seeing because of problems that she had. And atna® breaking
point where | had hit rock bottom and | was so sitky life that |
wanted to fix things. So, | decided to get helpatl counselling
through all of it, and found out really why | hdgetproblems that |
had and where they all came from and why my Dadthasvay he
was. Because | always grew up thinking that hedidst’'t love me
and that’s why he couldn’t straighten up his lifecame to find out
that it (alcoholism) is just really a disease. lamgthey call it that. It
was an issue that was bigger than him. Anavartedto love me, and
he wanted to be a good Dad, but he just didn’t khow.

While | was there, God really started revealing sfhto me. At first
| was lost, they only let me have a little bit mhé to talk with my
Mum, and | was there with a bunch of strangersitdatn’t really
know. I really had no choice but to depend on Gechuse He was
the only person there that I'd known forever, atthd been familiar
with,

So | began to open up more and began to ask mysetars about it,
and they started helping me understand thingsdandg that time of
growth the Lord really helped me see thatwés my Dad and that He
was there when my Dad wasn’t — but | just didn’owth And if | had
known at that time that my Dad wasn’t there tha&ad someone to
turn to, then | might not have gone to those othigs.

| know there are people out there that say ‘Welk Basn’t been
through nearly as much as I've been through. ®g lieen through so
much that God couldn’t forgive me, or there’s noththat | can do to
change it.

But there’s always going to be someone else whesa through even
more than you. But God is bigger than all of that.



You just really need to put your prayers into actigdo all that you can
about the situation, and when there’s no moreybatcan do, then
quit stressing yourself out to try and fix it — Gadl handle it, that's
His job!

You know, He’s out Dad!
And even if our real Dad isn’t there, we have songeelse that we
can go to, or if our mum isn’t there or we havefmends, or whatever

it is — there’s always God.

Video Available to view fromwww. TeAtatuBaptist.com

It's been said that there is a ‘God shaped hol&iwieach of our
hearts and lives.

While this is true, | think it is actually a bit me@personal than this.

| suggest that there is a ‘Fatistraped hole’ within each of us, that
only the love of a Father can fill.

Try as hard as we might, as earthly fathers, weocdynfill a part of
the holeand poorly at that

Today, some of us need to forgive our fathers @iraeing perfect
and realise that the expectations we have placed tigmhave been
iImpossible for them to fill

We are but a poor reflection of the perfection of Bleavenly Father!

As fathers — we have all had to struggle with thperfections of our
own earthly fathers.



Our longing for a father — for all of us - can gréydultimatelyonly
be filled by the beauty of our Heavenly Father whperfect, and
loves us perfectly!

Instead of experiencing lifelong pain due to anenfigct earthly
father, allow this hurt to motivate you to find ydeerfectHeavenly
Father!

Your Heavenly Father will never let you down

| was about to say ‘He will never disappoint ydat if | did — I'd be
setting you up for failure and disillusionment.

You need to know that God the Father loves youegdyf — more than
you could ever dream or imagine!

But as an earthly Father of six wonderful childriéve learnt a thing
or two.

I've been able to catch a glimpse of what God ththé&r must
experience from His children.

And as a pastor to around 300 people over theséasn years — I've
learnt a thing or two about being a ‘spiritual &thas well.

Sometimes — as Fathers - we upset and disappaichddren —
spiritual or biological -and yet we haven’t done a thing wrong in the
first place.

The upset and disappointment comes becanssal expectations
have been placed upon us — tasbeethingor besomeonghat we are
not, cannot — nor have ever wanted to be!

Many people have at times placed unreal expectatipon who | am
as a sinful human being.



Many people place unreal expectations upon Godédteer as well -
even though He is perfect and sinless.

Many people get upset and disillusioned with Gothlose He hasn't
lived upto their expectations of what they think He shdutd- or how
theythink He should act or behave.

Now | know this sounds a strange thing to say —fand a damper on
the nice emotional time we are experiencing,

...but we need to hear this!
It has the power to set you free, if only you wobélieve it.

The number one reason that many people ‘fall adrayh God the
Father or become disillusioned with Him and therchuis not
because God has done anything wrong, but simplgusecHe has not
been able to live up to thereal expectations we have placed upon
Him.

Here’s the thing.
If you ever feel disappointed in God or feel Hs ket you down.

If things don’t turn out the way you expected thiexnand God
doesn’t provide, protect or prosper you as you éiskeexpected...

...the problem isn’t with God

Do you get it!

Either we change our perception and expectatioizoofthe Father,
or forever remain bitter and resentful that Gochditrn out the way
we expected Him to!
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And here’s the most amazing thing about what yst Iparnt!
Once you get your stuff sorted out with God thehEatit will all fall
into place with youearthlyfather as well — whether he is still
treading God’s green eartin not

Inner healing, spiritual and emotional healing\aegting for you to
receive them.

So - let me tell you about my Father!

My Dad is never too busy for me, in fact — He wordther die that
live without me — John 3:16!

My father never abandoned me or thought | was takes- or a
nuisance, before | was born he knew me and formethner most
being. Psalm 139:13

| never have to earn my father’s love or acceptanatile | was yet a
sinner, God died for me! Rom 5:8

| can talk about my innermost struggles and weaasewith my
Father, and never be embarrassed. 1 John 1:9

My Father gives me what | need, not what | wanthda 4.3
| am important enough to my Father, that even thdugm a grown
man with children of my own, He still disciplinesdacorrects me —

and keeps me on the straight and narrow! Hebrews 12

My Father always offers me comfort and compas<8hCorinthians
1:3
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My father doesn’t lock the door to keep me out staamds at the door
of my heart and knocks — for me to let Him in! R220

My Heavenly Father is perfect, and because offdef | can allow
my earthly fatheto be imperfectMatt 5:48

Video Clip # 3 “Worshipping God the Father

| give all to You — everything

All my life, my hopes my dreams
Lord I lay them in your hands
Then Your mighty work begins

| give all to You

Lord you are high and lifted up
Forever in Thee - | desire to be
Lord | long for Your higher ways
Help me rise above — rise above!

| give all to You — everything

All my life, my hopes my dreams
Lord I lay them in your hands
Then Your mighty work begins

| give all to You

Lord You are more than | can comprehend
More than this mind could ever take in

So move in my heart and move in my soul
Help me see your love, and be your love

| give all to You — everything

All my life, my hopes my dreams
Lord I lay them in your hands
Then Your mighty work begins

| give all to You
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Take my life — | give it to You
Take my life — | give it to You
Take my life — 1 -1 give it to You
Take my life — | give it to You

| give all to You — everything

All my life, my hopes my dreams
Lord I lay them in your hands
Then Your mighty work begins

| give all to You

Video Available to view fronmwww. TeAtatuBaptist.com

Let’s pray.
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